
A guide to reducing photo size with the use of Picnik  
 

CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǊŜǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ YƛƴǘŜǊŀΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎƛȊŜ 

requirements (a required 300px width) are not the most common ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ-res digital 

cameras. 

The use of software is rather limited in creative departments in many organizations and quite expensive 

for home use.  As an alternative, the free use of Picnik (www.picnik.com) ς a web-based application that 

allows anyone to edit a photograph they upload ς is a very helpful tool. 

1. Go to http://www.picnik.com ς click on the Get Started Now! Button once you arrive.  Note:  If 

you find that you are not seeing this ς you may need to get the Adobe Flash plugin for your web 

browser.  Go to http://www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer/ to download it. 

 

2. You will arrive at the following screen:  click on Upload a Photo (screenshot below). 

 

http://www.picnik.com/
http://www.picnik.com/
http://www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer/


3. The following window will pop up asking you to select your image.  Find the image you want to 

resize, click on it to highlight it ς then click Open. 

 
4. You will then arrive on the editing screen with the image you chose being shown. 

 
5. There are many options to select from in Picnik but the tool we want to use is Resize.  Select the 

Resize button (shown above). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. The following options will show up. 

 
 

7. 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ άYŜŜǇ tǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎέ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŎƘŜŎƪƳŀǊƪŜŘ and enter in the new dimensions.  The 

first value is for the width, and the second value is for the height.  Fill out 300 in the width field.  

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ hY ǿƘŜƴ 

ready to finalize the resized image. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Then click on the Save & Share tab and you will arrive at the screen shown below.  Fill out the 

file name you would like for your photograph. 

 

Now observe the File size ς located right above the large Save Photo button.  It should let you 

know the exact size of your photograph.  If it is 50KB or over, it means we need to lower the 

quality slightly, where as if it is under 50KB, then we need not worry.  Assuming that it is under 

50KB, click on Save Photo. 

 
9. A window will pop up asking you select where you would like to save the photo.  Once ready, 

click Save.  It is recommended that you save under a different file name or a different folder to 

avoid overwriting your original digital photograph file. 

 
 




